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ART AND THE ARTIST

The blacksmiths, makers of krisses, belong to a special caste,
the pande, aristocrats among the lower classes who worship the
fiery volcano Batur and are regarded as powerful magicians who
understand the handling of iron and fire, two elements held in
reverence since earliest times. The distinguished pande's are
even respected by the proud Brahmanas, who consider them-
selves the highest form of humanity, and who are required to
address a pande' in the high language when the smith has his
tools in his hands. It is said (according to Korn) that a pande

Blacksmiths at Work (from a Balinese manuscript)

who engaged a Brahmanic priest to oEciate for him (" took
holy water from a Brahmana ") would lose his " pande power"
(Jcepandean) and might even become a monkey.

There are many popular beliefs concerning the life and power
of krisses. It is said that a witch-doctor, through trance, can
communicate with the spirit of a given kris and learn its past
history. It is also believed that the strange fascination that a kris
has on certain individuals is the cause of the temporary mad-
ness of a man who runs amuck (amoJc). He is not responsible
for his acts because he is compelled by a bloodthirsty kris to run
wild, killing people. Often ancestral krisses are held to have
come from the heavens as a gift from the gods, and these krisses
are powerful amulets against all sorts of calamities. In Ubud I
was told of a man who fell asleep under an old warmgfn tree
and dreamed that the spirit of the tree ordered him to cut certain
roots for an offering. Imbedded among the roots, he found an
old kris blade. Afraid to keep it, he turned it over to the feudal